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Judgment coming to the house of God

Transformation is the ongoing process of restoring our lives to original condition and purpose; finding our unique true identity and eternal destiny. It is also preparation for God’s judgment that is coming to the church (1 Peter 4:17).

In judgment, God is going to say ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to the church. It is we who are the church; in fact church is an organic structure of relationships in the kingdom. He is going to affirm and authenticate the true church, but there are aspects of the institution that we call ‘church’ that God is not pleased with, and He is going to make it abundantly clear that He is not pleased. Then people will face a choice: whether they stay with the institution, the religious structure, or whether they go for the relationship. And God is calling us into relationship.

Matching scrolls

God is going to look at the scroll of our lives and see how it matches up with our scroll of destiny, all the vast thoughts God had about us; all that was written about our lives (Ps 139). We need to be ready to face that question and receive that judgment. Do our lives match up with how God intended them to be? There is some work to be done!

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad (2 Cor 5:10).

We know this is not about sin; it is about whether or not we have done what God asked us to do, and with what motive. Each one of us will give an account of himself to God (Rom 14:12). The traditional understanding is that this only happens after we die, but my own experience of this is that you can go to that judgment seat now.

If we build with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, the quality of our work will be tested with fire (see 1 Cor 3:11-13). It is the quality that is tested, not the quantity. The transforming fire of God will consume and burn up all those things that are not of Him, and will purify and affirm those things that are.

The Lamb and the Lion

In my personal experience of this, I was given a sealed scroll and brought to a place where there stood a Lamb. Many of the encounters we have in the heavenly realms are full of symbolism, and as I laid my hands on the head of the Lamb, just as the high priest laid his hands on the head of a sacrificial animal in the Old Testament, I understood that all my sin was laid on Jesus.

I still had the scroll in my hands, and now in front of me stood a huge Lion. I walked into the darkness of His open mouth. It was a journey into the dark, until I came out into a place where there was a pillar of fire; and the fire had eyes which were looking into and piercing my soul. 

The Lamb and the Lion of the tribe of Judah is worthy to open the scroll (Rev 5). https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205
The seals on the scroll sprung open as I stood physically shaking and quaking in the presence of God. Everything I had done for God was written on this scroll. Some things I knew immediately that God was really pleased about, because they were done in obedience and in the right heart. Others He was not pleased about, things done for the wrong motive, and I had to face the fire of God’s presence as it consumed all that wood, hay and stubble. It was a humbling, really difficult experience, but the scroll was purified.

Now the scroll was turned over, and on the back showed all that I had missed, the opportunities to serve God and do His will that I had let pass by. Once the eyes of fire had burned through it all, it was completely wiped clean, and God gave me an opportunity for a fresh start, to see my scroll of destiny fulfilled in the scroll of my life.

It was a life-changing, highly motivating experience.

That judgment seat is about recompense, about reward. In the age to come, our reward is to be able to serve His purpose, to operate in rulership, but only according to the measure that we have done so in this time. 

All of us can have access to that realm in heaven where our scroll gets dealt with in the fire of God’s presence. Ultimately, if we want real transformation, we will be glad to see the wood, hay and stubble burned up. The fire of judgment is not for punishment, but for transformation, purification and refining, so that our lives will reflect Him.

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory” (Isa 6:1-3).

His glory will fill the earth through us. The more we surrender to His purpose in our lives, to transformation, the more of His glory we will be able to display and fill the earth with.

And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. Then I said, Woe is me, for I am ruined! Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is purged” (Isa 6:4-7). 

In the fire of His presence there is nothing we can hide, nothing that is not revealed. In the presence of God, we see things for how they really are. This was a real experience for Isaiah as he encountered this for himself. He knew he was ruined, undone. But there is something about patterns of sin and iniquity in our lives, over years and generations, which can only be purged with the fire that comes from that altar. Angels are coming today, bringing the coals, looking for those who are willing to be refined and purified.

God wants us to pursue these experiences. He is still asking, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” To do what? To fill the earth with glory. Like Isaiah, let us reply, “Here I am, Send me!”
Such encounters lead us to our destiny. Think of Moses, Joshua, and Saul on the Damascus road. Daily encounters with the living God in the heavenly Holy of Holies will transform our lives, and give us direction day by day.

We are being called into our identity and destiny as a Joshua Generation, a people transformed and ready for God’s judgment, authentication and mandated authority; a generation of believers who possess our heavenly and earthly kingdom inheritance and fulfil their eternal destinies; a people prepared to receive and disciple a harvest of supernatural labourers into their kingdom inheritance; a people to fill the earth with God’s glory.

As we come to the end of this series on transformation, I make these declarations over you:

I call your spirit to attention.
Spirit, listen as a true son. 

I call forth your identity as the Joshua Generation.
I call forth your destiny to manifest God’s kingdom 
on earth as it is in heaven.
I call forth your destiny to fill the earth with God’s glory.

I call forth your identity, destiny and authority as lords 
to administer God’s rule on earth as it is in heaven.
I call forth your identity, destiny and authority as kings 
to have charge over God’s heavenly courts.
I call forth your identity, destiny and authority as sons 
to stand in God’s presence and be displayed on the earth.

I call forth your identity, destiny and authority as sons of God 
to answer the groan of creation 
and restore to it to original condition and purpose.
I call forth the Joshua generation 
to rise up and take possession of their inheritance.

